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M. DE SAINT-HARDOUIN, French Charge d'Affaires in Berlin,
to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, August 8,  1939

LAST week-end seems to have opened a new chapter in the
development of the Danzig question: that of Polish resistance to the
encroachments of the Senate and the Nazis of the Free City. This
will to resist has assumed two forms: the ultimatum addressed to the
Senate on August 5 on the subject of the Polish Customs officers,
and Marshal Rydz-Smigly's speech at Cracow (August 6). The result
has been a revival of anti-Polish agitation in the German and Danzig
newspapers, but at any rate for the present this further outburst of
ill-feeling seems chiefly designed to hide the setback suffered last
Saturda}' in Danzig.

The Nazi plan, as it appeared since the beginning of June, evidently
consisted in the gradual eviction of Poland from Danzig by an unremit-
ting series of infringements of the statute; when the remilitarization of
the free City had been completed, the next objective of the attack
was the Customs barrier separating Danzig from East Prussia.

Here too the Danzig Nazis proceeded by stages, and all things
considered, with a great deal of caution. They differentiated among
the Polish officials between Customs officers and frontier guards. The
latter were singled out for a start, although of course there was every
intention, if successful, to turn their attention towards breaking down
entirely the Polish Customs control.

The conflict arose over the Amada margarine factory. By way
of a protest against the captiousness to which their agents were sub-
jected, the Polish authorities on August 2 prohibited the importation
of this firm's products into Polish territory. The Senate retorted by
ordering the Danzig Customs officials to collaborate only with Polish
Customs officers, and not with frontier guards disguised as Customs
men.

Next day, on August 4, Herr Forster demanded that reprisals
should cease and threatened to do away with the Customs control.
That same day, a high official of the Danzig Customs House ordered
the arrest of Polish inspectors looked upon as "Grenzer" (frontier
guards). On being informed of this order, the Warsaw Government
issued on the morning of the 5th an ultimatum expiring at six p.m.,
whereupon the Danzig Senate, startled by the reaction of the Poles,
finished by giving way, after alleging that it knew nothing of the
measure which had provoked the Polish ultimatum.

Poland, which had for months tolerated countless infringements
of the Danzig statute in order to avoid incidents, had scored the first
point.

Next day, August 6, in the speech which he delivered at Cracow
before 150,000 legionaries, Marshal Rydz-Smigly announced that
Poland was determined to meet "force with force" and to oppose
any direct or indirect attempt to tamper with her interests and rights.